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But then a strange thing happened! A very good friend died of a heart attack; 
two months later my sister died from breast cancer; five months after that my 
13-year marriage ended; and 3 months later, my dad died of prostate cancer. I 
was a mess! I had never suffered such pain and sadness. Sensing my 
desperation, my best friend invited me to church. I went and for the first time 
heard the Gospel and it broke my heart. At the age of 42, I surrendered my life 
to Jesus Christ. 
 
Once the Lord got a hold of me, He began to change many things in my life. The 
real estate market took a severe turn for the worse and I lost many 
investments. Things got so bad that I declared bankruptcy. I lost everything… 
except my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ! I was clinging to Him like a drowning 
man will cling to a life preserver. That’s when God began to burden my heart for 
ministry and pastoring.  
 
About that same time, God also introduced me to a beautiful missionary who 
had just returned from assignment in Japan. Misty and I became good friends 
and then fell in love. We married in 1991 and in 1993 God called us into full time 
ministry.  I attended the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY 
where I received a Master of Divinity degree. Both of our children were born 
while we were at seminary.  Our daughter, Kathleen, is now pursuing a career in 
criminal justice in Baltimore and our son, Joe, is a college student.  
 
Following seminary, I served as a Senior Pastor in Baltimore, MD for about ten 
years. Then the Lord called us to the Eastern Shore where I served as a Senior 
Pastor for another 3 ½ years before coming to SonRise Church. We are so 
pleased to be at SonRise and amazed at all that God is doing here. It’s been a 
long time since I have been as excited about church as I am here. Truly, this is a 
very special and wonderful place!   


